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Our Chair
The past year has been one of achievement,  
variety, excitement and sheer hard work  
for everyone who contributes to the work 
of Civic Voice. The scene was set four days 
after the start of the year when the Prime  
Minister announced that we were to receive  
almost £500,000 to lead a campaign  
to survey 20,000 WWI war memorials.  
The pace has barely slackened since!

This report lists the wide variety of activities in which our 
members have been involved, the time and energy that tens 
of thousands of people spend making their local areas better 
places to live in. We delight in their commitment and celebrate 
their successes.

As the General Election approached, the civic movement 
conducted a comprehensive campaign to promote the  
manifesto to which hundreds of members had contributed  
and which spelled out very clearly the views of the people 
most active in community engagement across the country.

This demonstrated the strength of our movement when  
it works together and what can be achieved through learn-
ing from one another, sharing in implementing thoughtfully 
designed programmes and uniting in promoting our 
objectives.

Our successes this year have been possible only with the 
dedicated support of our staff, Ian Harvey, Gill Roxborough, 
Anna Wilson, Sarah James, Ben Murray, Amber-Louise  
Palmer and Niamh Bradshaw. In thanking them for their  
huge contributions, I should express my gratitude to Griff 
Rhys Jones, who is an inspirational President, and to my 
Deputy Chair, John Walker, Treasurer Martin Meredith  
and the other Trustees for their invaluable support.

Freddie Gick
Chair, Civic voice

Our Executive Director
This has been another big year for Civic 
Voice and this annual review serves as 
the perfect point of reflection for the huge 
achievements the entire movement has 
made. Our work is ultimately shaped by 
what you do and our mission, to develop  
a society where everyone can emphatically 
say ‘I care about where I live’, begins and 
ends with our dedicated membership.

We are passionate about encouraging communities to look 
ahead. We would advocate that the time has never been better 
for communities to take control of their local area. Our recent 
Sandys Lecture, delivered by Simon Thurley, highlighted the 
renewed importance of community voice in local decision 
making processes.

Those comments are reflected in Civic Voice’s Manifesto 
where we advocate that, to achieve real localism, Government   
policies should reflect the concerns which are expressed by 
local communities.

Regardless of the decrease we are seeing in traditional  
forms of civic engagement, we are seeing a greater urge from 
communities nationwide to have a say in shaping their future. 
We hope they do. It is too important for them not to. We aim  
to encourage, develop and champion this in the coming year.

With this in mind, I must take the time to thank the people 
who tirelessly champion the work of Civic Voice. Firstly, Laura 
Sandys, who this year stood down as a Member of Parliament. 
I offer my endless gratitude for her unwavering support during 
Civic Voice’s infancy and for her faultless leadership of our All 
Party Parliamentary Group. Secondly, our Chair Freddie Gick, 
and the board of trustees whose continued hard work allows 
Civic Voice to maintain its valued independence and focus.

Finally, thank you to everyone involved in the civic movement 
– I am proud to be a part of all that you have achieved and 
look forward to a further successful 12 months with the civic 
society movement.

Ian Harvey
executive Director, Civic voice

Our manifesto
Civic Voice launched its first ever manifesto, ‘Localism for 
Real’ which pulled together work that had engaged the civic 
society movement. The project, led by Civic Voice Trustee, 
David Tittle, was started at the Civic Voice 2013 AGM in 
Liverpool.

To achieve real localism, Civic Voice called on the Government 
to:
 

  Make improving the quality of the public realm in our cities,  
town and villages a priority

  Give all citizens opportunities to actively shape the future 
of their place

   Give local communities the powers they need to enable 
their town and city centres to prosper.

Many civic societies across the country presented the 
manifesto to their local MP. 

Civic Voice President, Griff Rhys Jones launched the manifesto  
by saying: “We face a crisis of civic engagement. This is a 
symptom of the frustration people feel as power is taken  
away from communities and they are subject to tokenistic 
consultation. We need to give all citizens opportunities 
to actively shape the future of their place and to give 
communities the powers they need to enable their  
town and city centres to prosper.”
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CiviC voiCe 
CampaIGnS
Collaborative planning
At Civic Voice we are aware of the growth agenda and the 
need for more homes to be built. Our members understand 
this too, yet all over England many of these members have 
had to engage in fighting Local Plan and planning proposals 
that they feel passionately are not right for their local area.

Planning Minister, Brandon Lewis MP, and Shadow Planning 
Minister, Roberta Blackman-Woods MP, attended a packed 
meeting in March of the All Party Parliamentary Group for 
Civic Societies, where Civic Voice said that it is time to 
change the way things are done and that we need to bring 
communities genuinely to the heart of planning and place 
making. 

We called for participation not consultation and for people  
to be involved in plan making through collaborative planning. 
This was supported by the launch of a publication called 
‘Collaborative Planning for All’. 

In partnership with Historic England, Imperial War Museums 
and War Memorials Trust, Civic Voice has been awarded 
government funding to ensure that the nation’s war memorials 
are a fitting tribute to the fallen of the First World War. 

Working with volunteers from the civic movement, the 
programme to record, repair and protect England’s war 
memorials began in earnest in January this year with the  
first of many workshops being held in Birmingham. People 
from across the Midlands joined the Civic Voice team and War 
Memorials Trust to discuss the importance of war memorials 
and discover the vital role they could play in assessing and 
reporting their condition. Not only is this activity raising 
awareness of our rich war memorial heritage, but the up-
to-date information being gathered is helping communities 
access £2 million of extra funding for repair and conservation, 
which is available throughout the First World War Centenary.

Since January, further workshops have been held throughout 
England to train over 400 volunteers from more than 50 civic 
societies and other organisations. Civic society members  
from Aldershot, Blackpool, Chester, Coventry and Worcester 
are just a few that have put this training into action in 2015.

Grade II survey project
Civic Voice is the lead partner in a consortium of several 
organisations working with Historic England in preparing  
a substantial bid for HLF support for a project to survey  
over 200,000 Grade II listed buildings. 

For many towns and villages these buildings add the  
character and interest that define their identity and create  
the distinctiveness that is so important to those who  
live there.

This project aims to recruit volunteers to carry out the surveys 
and, crucially, to identify those at risk of serious deterioration 
so that support can be given to owners to protect these 
valuable features of our landscape for the future.

First World War memorial programme

public realm
In December 2014, Civic Voice joined a powerful coalition 
of civic, transport and heritage bodies who called on the 
Government to consider conducting research into the safety 
impact of cutting street clutter in our cities, towns and villages. 

The coalition held a Parliamentary event with the APPG for 
Civic Societies and launched new guidance ‘Street Design 
for All’ which is intended to help local civic societies and 
community groups have the confidence to work with their 
highway authority to make a real difference to their own 
streets. We believe that, through guidance such as this,  
we can encourage local authorities and other stakeholders  
to work with communities to highlight the benefits of 
investment in street design.
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Localism alliance
The Localism Alliance collectively represents over 200,000 
individuals and nearly 10,000 grassroots organisations 
across England who have been working together to promote 
awareness and take up of community rights, introduced by 
the Localism Act 2011. 

The Localism Alliance is made up of the following organ-
isations: Campaign for Real Ale (CAMRA), Civic Voice, 
National Association of Local Councils (NALC), Plunkett 
Foundation, TPAS, Supporters Direct and The Theatres  
Trust. Throughout the year we held further meetings with 
Ministers and MPs to call for greater protection of local 
community assets.

Community right of appeal
Civic Voice joined an alliance with the Campaign to Protect 
Rural England and NALC in calling on all political parties  
to make a firm manifesto commitment to introduce a 
‘community right of appeal’ into the planning system.

Currently parish councils and other community groups have 
the power to produce neighbourhood plans, but no scope 
to stop developers overriding this by putting in speculative 
planning applications for approval by the district council.  
The introduction of a community right of appeal could be 
triggered when a high threshold of community opposition 
was reached. Grounds for appeal could include insufficient 
infrastructure, non-compliance with government guidance  
and non-compliance with a local neighbourhood plan.
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Local Listing project
The system of listing buildings of special architectural  
or historic interest began in 1947, and today there are 
around half a million listed buildings across the country. 
However, there are also many historic buildings which are  
not considered to meet the national standard for listing but 
which are nevertheless important to local people for many 
reasons. This could be because they are attractive buildings 
and contribute to the character of an area, or are a focal point 
for community memories such as old schools or libraries. 
They also link the past to the present. Local heritage lists  
are a means of identifying and recording such assets with 
registers kept by each local authority. 

Civic Voice’s strength lies in the ability to be able to tap  
into the passion and interest of our members. The import-
ance of local listing to the conservation of local character  
was underlined by Civic Voice membership who voted at  
the Civic Voice convention in 2012 to support a national 
campaign to drive the development of local lists around the 
country. Championed by Civic Voice with the endorsement 
and financial support of English Heritage, civic societies  
have since risen to the challenge of preparing a ‘Local List’. 

A coordinated programme of workshops, seminars and 
conferences on local listing have taken place all over the 
country with over 200 groups attending – a mix of civic 
societies, parish councils, local history societies and  
similar organisations.

Our ambition is to have an up to date local list in every  
local authority in the country so the national campaign  
– and the local work – continues.

Community Rights
In a big year for our Community Rights work, we welcomed 
Sarah James to the team after receiving funding from  
DCLG for Civic Voice and The Localism Alliance. The project 
has supported communities in 15 areas across England 
to promote wider community engagement based on the 
community rights provisions in the Localism Act 2011. 
The pilot, called Use Your Voice Change Your Community, 
focused on raising awareness of the new community rights, 
in particular, the Right to Bid. We were pleased that 15 civic 
societies participated in this pilot and helped generate  
320 potential nominations for Assets of Community Value. 

In a further success for our ACV campaign, Civic Voice  
was pleased to submit written and oral evidence to the  
Department for Communities Select Committee on 
the success of community rights legislation. We were 
delighted that the Committee then took into account the 
views of the civic society movement and agreed with our 
recommendations that:

  The time given to communities to prepare bids for buying 
assets should be extended from six to nine months

  The Government should consult on removing permitted 
development rights from all Assets of Community Value 
for the duration of their listing

  The Government should amend its guidance so that an 
Asset of Community Value listing becomes a material 
consideration for local authorities in planning applications

  The Government should redirect resources to community 
group umbrella organisations who provide face to face 
support

  A nominator’s right to appeal against a local authority’s 
decision not to list an asset as an Asset of Community 
Value should be introduced.

We continued to push these recommendations as we moved 
towards a review of the Localism Act in the Autumn of 2015. 

Civic Voice communications continue to develop. They are 
helping us to spread the word about our growing movement 
and our key messages so that people everywhere are starting 
to ask, ‘I care about where I live. Do you?’ 

In the modern world, no single method of communication 
is appropriate. We have to ensure our message is aimed at 
different audiences, whether that be politicians, policy makers 
or people who have yet to discover the civic movement. We 
are always trying to make the invisible, visible and to bring 
civic stories to life. 

Through our weekly update, we keep our members and 
supporters informed of latest developments in legislation,  
our events and programmes and share what civic societies 
are doing across the country.

On a daily basis, you can find us on twitter exchanging 
messages with our members, our supporters, Ministers and 
MPs. Over 50 civic societies are now on twitter who have  
a combined following of 30,000 individuals and over 82 are 
on Facebook which generates over 10,000 likes throughout 
the year. This grows on a daily basis and we encourage all 
our members and others with a contribution to make to our 
movement to join in.

We have introduced a blog that allows us to extend our 
thoughts on particular issues and invite external partners  
to contribute content. 

Press releases continue to be a key feature of our strategy 
to promote our message and raise our profile. We have a 
media database with over 400 local and national journalists 
and regularly appear in local and national news. Indeed, our 
Chair, Freddie Gick this year appeared on BBC Breakfast 
news talking about the split to Historic England.

We will continue to take into account our members’ views  
in the development of all our communications.

CiviC voiCe 
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national Design awards
Civic Voice was exceptionally proud to hold its first National 
Design Awards – a celebration of good design. The award 
is unique in that all schemes are nominated by local 
communities rather than professionals. 62 schemes were 
submitted and twelve were selected to receive an award 
for their contribution to improving the quality of the built 
environment.

The expert judging panel was chaired by Max Farrell, project 
leader for the Farrell Review of Architecture and the Built 
Environment, who commented:

“In this first year there were 62 entries in three categories 
submitted by community groups which, in itself, is a remark-
able indicator of the importance that communities attach to 
good design. These schemes, ranging from major Heritage 
Lottery Funded projects to smaller community initiatives, 
show that communities are keen to celebrate high quality 
design when they see it.” 

“The shortlisted entries clearly demonstrate communities’ 
desire to say ‘yes’ to development, when they have had a 
chance to participate in a meaningful way. Due to the high 
quality of entrants, we decided to award a winner and give 
three highly commended schemes in each category.”

The awards ceremony was held in London in July where  
Griff Rhys Jones, Civic Voice President, presenting the  
awards said:

“What I really like about the Civic Voice Design Awards is 
that they are national awards which have been nominated by 
local community organisations like civic societies, residents 
groups, town and parish councils and other community 
based voluntary organisations, rather than the industry 
professionals. These awards show that people are willing  
to welcome the new developments we need when they have 
been properly consulted and involved and where the quality 
of design has been of the highest standard. I was delighted to 
meet the award winners and hear about their amazing stories. 
Well done to all concerned.”

new Buildings and Design Awards overall winner:
Gloucester Services northbound

Highly Commended:

  Arundel Museum
  Holme Terrace Independent Residential Accommodation
    North Hertfordshire College Hitchin Campus

public Realm: the Harbour Steps, margate

Highly Commended:

  Cricket Green local landmarks, Mitcham
   Slowing the Flow in Pickering
   Walpole Park, Ealing

Restoration: all Souls, Bolton

Highly Commended:

   Orangebox, Halifax
   Portico, Chester
   Westgate Hall, Canterbury

marsh Civic awards
The Marsh Civic Awards are an annual award supported by  
the Marsh Christian Trust to recognise an ‘outstanding con-
tribution to the civic movement’ by an individual and a group. 

the marsh Civic awards for 2014 were awarded to:

Group award: the norwich Society (above left)
The Norwich Society for its work in developing a Local List  
of 135 buildings of local significance following work which 
commenced in 2008 where volunteers worked on foot area-
by-area. English Heritage cited the project as an example of  
good working practice with volunteers. The buildings have 
been added to the Norwich City Council Local List and 
appended to its Development Management Policies Plan 
which ensures that ‘material consideration’ is given when 
demolition or redevelopment is proposed.

Individual award: michael Bach (above right)
Michael Bach, a member of the executive committee for the 
Kensington Society for over 25 years, the Society’s position  
has been greatly enhanced by his constant involvement  
and leadership.

CiviC voiCe 
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Civic Day
Civic Day is a national celebration of civic pride. It is a day 
when communities across the country say ‘I care about where 
I live’. Although the co-ordinating work is done by Civic Voice, 
what really makes this event come to life is the fantastic effort 
of thousands of our civic movement volunteers. These civic 
champions give guided tours, put on exhibitions, arrange 
street parties, organise competitions and help thousands  
of visitors understand the area they live in just a little bit more.

This year’s Civic Day was no different with civic societies 
up and down the country taking part in their local Civic Day 
celebrations. Highlights this year included:

  Right Hon. Mr John Bercow MP, Speaker of the House 
of Commons, joining the Buckingham Society in a mass 
civic day singalong 

  Blackpool Civic Trust celebrating its 40th anniversary  
with a week long series of events

  The Mayor of Cheltenham opening Cheltenham Civic 
Society’s Volunteers’ Market 

  Merseyside Civic Society’s ‘State of the City’ event 
opened by the Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress of 
Liverpool

  Shrewsbury MP Daniel Kawczynski meeting with 
Shrewsbury Civic Society at their Bear Steps head-
quarters to learn about the society’s recent achieve-
ments and forthcoming projects

  The Canterbury Society litter-picking on the River Stour.
  Marple Civic Society celebrating 150 years of  

Marple Station – a civic landmark in the history  
of the town.

The target is for Civic Day 2016 to be even bigger  
and better than ever. We want all civic groups, town and  
parish councils, residents associations and more to get 
involved and to make Civic Day the day when everyone says  
‘I care about where I live’.

Civic Day awards
Civic Day Awards are the awards which recognise the  
efforts of our Civic Day supporters. Last year’s awards  
were presented at our Annual Convention in Canterbury.  
The winners were:

  Coventry Society for promoting awareness of the city’s 
treasures and heritage.

  Hale Civic Society for helping to capture the essence  
of Civic Day through working with partner organisations, 
businesses and community groups for a week-long 
celebration of civic pride.

  Maidenhead Civic Society for their ‘Maidenhead and Me’ 
art competition which gathered a lot of interest including 
interest from local MP, Home Secretary, Theresa May. 

  Malvern Civic Society for organising over 100 events 
during a weeklong ‘civic festival’.

  Marple Civic Society for working with local community 
groups to identify and record local buildings to be put 
forward as assets of community value.

  Mitcham Cricket Green and Community Heritage 
for discussing ideas with the public about how the 
community voice could be represented in the two HLF 
bids Merton Council planned to put forward.

  Newton Abbot Civic Society for inaugurating the  
‘Newton Abbot Good Citizen of the Year’ award, while 
obtaining private sponsorship, securing a large number  
of nominations and achieving interest from the media  
and local MP, Anne Marie Morris.

Convention and aGm
Our fifth convention and AGM took place in Canterbury  
in October as guests of The Canterbury Society. 

Griff Rhys Jones (President, Civic Voice) launched the 
Convention with a speech given at the city’s newly restored 
Westgate Hall, which was saved from re-development follow-
ing a hard fought campaign by civic minded local people.  
The recently launched Civic Movement Manifesto was  
a key theme for the occasion. 

The Annual General Meeting which took place the follow-
ing day in the magnificent surroundings of the precincts 
of Canterbury Cathedral gave members the opportunity to 
discuss and debate campaigns and key priorities for the year.

Sandys Lecture
The civic society movement dates back to 1846 when the 
world’s first civic society was created in Sid Vale in Devon.   
It was Lord Duncan Sandys who gave the civic society  
movement a stronger, national voice in 1957 when he  
created the Civic Trust. Bringing the civic movement  
together under a national body enabled it to grow into  
one of the country’s most important social movements.

It was only right that Civic Voice should introduce an annual
lecture in his honour, which we did in 2014.

This annual lecture recognises Lord Sandys’ outstanding 
contribution to the civic movement and each year, in 
association with Lord Sandys’ daughter, Laura (who chairs  
the lecture), we invite a speaker to consider the challenges 
facing the movement, and society as a whole, in relation  
to heritage and the built environment.

This year’s Sandys Lecture was presented by Simon  
Thurley, who was, until May 2015, the Chief Executive of 
English Heritage. A life-long heritage crusader, Simon has  
led many campaigns championing England’s heritage and has 
been responsible for saving and restoring scores of buildings.

With the split of English Heritage into two organisations earlier 
in the year, it seemed only right that Simon’s chosen topic 
for the lecture was ‘The Future of The Historic Environment’. 
Simon addressed the room on the issues facing Government 
and the civic movement in helping to preserve the beauty, 
character and distinctiveness of our cities, towns and villages, 
and also called on Civic Voice and the movement to continue 
to play an active part in advocating, championing and making 
the case for place.
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tamworth
Much to the delight of the people of Tamworth, Tamworth  
and District Civic Society has relaunched this year. The 
new-look civic society, chaired by David Biggs, is carrying 
on where the former Tamworth Civic Society left off. 
Campaigning on issues of conservation, heritage and  
the environment will be at the top of the society’s priorities  
but its main objective is to give a voice back to the community.

Canterbury
Taking inspiration from the national Civic Voice Design 
Awards, the Canterbury Society is setting its own Design 
Award, which they hope to give to a high quality new 
development in the city. The Society regularly comments on 
planning applications and has observed that the standards of 
design vary greatly, with some new developments enhancing 
the city, others are less sympathetic or even detract from the 
beauty of Canterbury. The Canterbury Society will join the 
growing number of local groups recognising excellence  
in the built environment.

Swindon
Joining the national civic movement campaign to give all 
citizen opportunities greater opportunities to actively shape 
the future of their place, Swindon Civic Voice enlisted the 
support of South Swindon MP Robert Buckland. Robert 
Buckland MP said: “I support moves to improve the planning 
process and to achieve localism by involving community 
groups and other interested parties in the development  
of new plans at the earliest possible stage.”

Oxford
This year Oxford Civic Society once again took to the streets 
for their annual ‘Ox Clean’. Over 70 groups from across the 
city took to the streets, public spaces and grot spots to clean 
up a large quantity of litter. All that hard work paid off with 
over 7 tonnes of litter and fly-tipping cleared from the streets 
and parks of Oxford. The spring clean not only cleared the 
streets of litter but also raised awareness that a cleaner  
and tidier city is a better place to be!

Worcester
Heritage custodians launched an ambitious project to record 
the condition of Worcester’s war memorials and restore 
those that are the worse for wear. Worcester Civic Society 
embarked on a new project to record the condition of all the 
city’s memorials as part of an initiative to seek to restore 
and preserve them for posterity. The civic society has been 
working with Historic England, War Memorials Trust and the 
project is overseen by Civic Voice.

Oxton
More people than ever bought tickets and visited Oxton for 
the conservation village’s 15th Secret Gardens Festival.The 
day is organised by The Oxton Society with help from local 
charities who benefit from the profits. Rhiannon Evans, chair 
of The Oxton Society said: “This was a fantastic day in which 
several thousand people joined in the celebration of Oxton’s 
secret gardens with music, artists, poets and children’s events 
that make it such a unique day.”

Hereford
Hereford Civic Society was inspired by the Civic Voice 
Collaborative Planning campaign and joined together with 
John Thompson & Partners to organise a Community Planning 
Weekend in mid May. The society invited the local community 
to participate and discuss potential options to help shape the 
future of a site that has been identified for housing in the draft 
Local Plan.

aldershot 
Aldershot Civic Society has campaigned throughout the year 
to prevent loss of its pubs to redevelopment or conversion  
to other uses. To give the pubs greater protection the society, 
together with their local branch of CAMRA, began nominating 
pubs as Assets of Community Value. The local Council, Rush-
moor Borough Council, however, took a cautious approach 
to ACVs and instead, developed planning guidance to better 
protect the town’s pubs through the planning system. Whilst 
the society was initially disappointed with Council’s view on  
ACVs, Aldershot’s successful campaigning appears to have 
paid off, resulting in a better overall solution. Based on the 
Council’s new guidance, they recently refused planning 
permission for demolition of one Aldershot’s most  
threatened pubs.  

Blackpool
The Chairman of Blackpool Civic Trust and Civic Voice Trustee,  
Joan Humble, welcomed the news that the first application by 
Blackpool Civic Trust to register an Asset of Community Value 
had been approved.

Mrs Humble said: “This is only the second registration of an 
ACV in Blackpool and the first proposed by Blackpool Civic 
Trust. We were delighted that Community Asset status is 
granted to the Comrades Club as we commemorate the  
First World War.”

CiviC voiCe
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Merseyside Civic Society launched its State of the City III 
report: ‘Empty Spaces Healthy Places’.at Liverpool’s brand 
new Exhibition Centre, on the city’s waterfront. The Society 
launched the report and called for three main actions:

  To support a better understanding of the sustainable 
value of city assets 

  Foster a culture of listening 
  Embrace and encourage neighbourhood plans.

The report’s conclusions were drawn up following events held 
at The Bluecoat Chambers on this year’s Civic Day in June.

oX clEaN

Sheffield
Sheffield Civic Trust is a committed supporter of Civic  
Voice and has been extremely active during 2015. Sheffield 
Civic Trust’s initiatives so far this year include: promoting 
a city-wide debate on the future of housing in Sheffield; 
encouraging 20 new buildings and 56 in total to be opened 
up to public access during Heritage Open Days 2015; and 
producing an e-newsletter that is sent to its 1,750 supporters 
each month.  The Trust is also delighted to be working with 
RIBA Yorkshire to deliver the Sheffield Design Awards 2016, 
which will celebrate the best new buildings, restoration and 
conversion schemes in the city in the last five years.

Regional forum
The introduction of a new regional forum under the chair-
manship of Tony Fooks has been a significant development  
in the improvement of communication between our board 
and our membership. Composed of the chairs of the various 
regional and county associations, this new group now meets 
four times a year to discuss all aspects of the work of Civic 
Voice, suggest initiatives to be considered by the board  
and to promote the flow of information to our members.  
In addition, Tony is working closely with Civic Voice to build 
further cluster and county associations aimed at facilitating 
greater cooperation and exchange of ideas and information 
between societies.
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Looking to the future
The first five years of Civic Voice have seen us establish 
ourselves and cement our position. We are proud of our 
record of achievement. It is now time to look to the future.

In the coming 12 months we will hold more events, issue more  
statements, speak at more conferences and be even more 
visual than we have been in the past five years. We will be 
reviewing our website and communications, continuing our  
work in identifying the nation’s war memorials and strength-
ening our work on community assets. 

We want more people to have a say on local development 
and the Design Awards will help to demonstrate that people 
will accept new development when they have been properly 
consulted and it is of the right standard. 

We will inspire more individuals to be active citizens through 
Civic Day. We will strengthen our All Party Parliamentary Group  
and are grateful to Craig Mckinlay MP for accepting the role 
of Chair. We will campaign on the issues in our manifesto and 
continue to press our issues to Government. In our advocacy 
and campaigning, we will be the voice of the movement.

Our next five years at Civic Voice will be about shaping and  
strengthening the movement for the opportunities and 
challenges ahead.

We believe that in order to be proud of the places of the future  
then we need to grasp the opportunities presented by Localism.  
This is a time of opportunity and we are being offered the 
chance to reinvigorate the civic movement.

We hope you will continue to support us as we work together 
‘to develop a society where everyone can say I care about 
where I live’.

the trustees of Civic Voice

CiviC voiCe
FaCtS & FIGuRES
    Total funds 
  Unrestricted Restricted 1 July 14 to Total funds to
  funds funds 30 April 15 30 June 14
Incoming resources £ £ £ £

From generating funds: 
Voluntary income 97,433 150,521 247,954 85,618
Activities for generating funds 2,655 – 2,655 2,850
Investment income 201 – 201 280

total incoming resources 100,289 150,521 250,810 88,748

Resources expended

Charitable activities (56,392) (115,077) (171,469) (82,107)
Governance cost (22,586) – (22,586) (17,943)

total resources expended (78,978) (115,077) (194,055) (100,050)

Net incoming/(outgoing) resources  
for the period/net income/(expenditure) 21,311 35,444  56,755 (11,302)
for the period reconciliation of funds

Total funds brought forward 77,737 12,824 90,561 101,864

total funds carried forward 99,048 48,268 147,316 90,562

The full trustee report and accounts 
for the year ending 30 June 2015 is 
available on our website.

Our Treasurer, Martin Meredith, can 
answerany queries on Civic Voice’s 
financial matters.

Please contact him on 0151 707 4319 
or info@civicvoice.org.uk

Our finances

Our people
Staff
Ian Harvey (Executive Director)
Niamh Bradshaw
Sarah James
Ben Murray
Amber-Louise Palmer
Gill Roxborough
Anna Wilson

trustees
Freddie Gick (Chair), Cheltenham Civic Society
Paul Bedwell, Sheffield Civic Trust
Joan Humble, Blackpool Civic Trust
John Kershaw, Manchester Civic Society
Martin Meredith (Treasurer), Chester Civic Trust
Neil Sinden, Friends of Epping Forest
Roger Sutton, Malvern Civic Society
David Tittle, Coventry Society
John Walker (Deputy Chair), Canterbury Society

Our supporters
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Support us
 JOIn yOuR LOCaL CIVIC SOCIEty

By becoming a member of your local civic society  
you are joining a movement of people who take  
pride in their area

 JOIn CIVIC VOICE
Civic societies, individuals, businesses, community 
groups, town and parish councils are all welcome  
to join Civic Voice 

 VOLuntEER
We are a small organisation with a big agenda.  
There is a host of opportunities to get more involved  
by volunteering from home or in our Liverpool office

 DOnatE
Every donation will help support and strengthen  
the civic movement across England

 LEaVE a LEGaCy
If you share Civic Voice’s vision then please consider 
leaving a gift in your will. With the advice of a solicitor, 
writing a will or changing it in order to include a gift  
to Civic Voice is very simple

Civic Voice
60 Duke Street
Liverpool L1 5AA
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